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Leigh-on-Sea Town Council has 16 Councillors who represent eight wards with a population of
around 17,000 people. The Town Council meet as a Full Council six to nine times a year, and it is at
these meetings where decisions are taken. Meetings are open to the public and there is an
opportunity for public questions on the agenda.
The majority of the Council’s work and activities is undertaken at Committee meetings.
The Committees discuss future plans, and details of projects with recommendations being made to
Full Council for decision.
Leigh-on-Sea Town Council’s 2017/18 Committees were:
• Policy and Resources
- Personnel Sub-Committee
• Environment and Leisure
• Community Facilities
- Leisure Development Sub-Committee
- Community Centre Sub-Committee
• Planning, Licensing and Highways

Services
Leigh-on-Sea Town Council provides many services for its residents including managing Leigh
Community Centre and two allotment sites, organising year-round events and
a Community Transport Scheme. Leigh-on-Sea Town Council’s services include:
• Allotments
• Artist in Residence
• Carols on Strand Wharf
• Community Transport Scheme
• Funding of School Crossing Guards
• Funding Special Constables
• Good for Leigh Awards
• Grant Award Scheme
• Hanging Baskets
• Leigh Community Centre
• Leigh Farmers Market
• Leigh Lights
• Litter Picks

• Old Town First Aid Post
• Planning Committee
• Protecting the Environment and Town Heritage
• Regular Craft Fairs and Nearly New Sales
• School Holidays Activities Programme
• Skate Park
• Strand Wharf
• Summer Season on Strand Wharf
• Supporting residents on a wide
range of issues
• Town Council News Magazine
• Town Events
• Volunteer Programme

REMEMBERING DONALD FRASER
25th March 1926 - 2nd April 2018

81/7102 TROPER LAUNNA LICNUOC NWOT AES-NO-HGIEL

It is with deep sadness that Leigh-on-Sea Town Council learned of the passing of its longest
serving member, Cllr Donald Fraser, on 2 April at the age of 92.
Donald was one of the founding members of the Town Council in 1996 and one of its staunchest
advocates spending his time working tirelessly for the people of Leigh and in his latter years
helping out in the Town Council offices and on reception. He loved meeting and talking to people
and being part of the Leigh community. Donald chaired the Town Council in 2000/1 and for many
years was the Chairman of its Finance and General Purposes Committee. He had a sound head for
figures and budgeting and kept a keen eye on the finances.
Donald was also one of the leading proponents of the Council’s Community Transport Scheme for
our elderly and disabled residents – enjoying the trips himself in his latter years and always keen
to find new venues and activities for the Group.
Those who knew Donald knew of his very detailed interest in our local transport systems, be they
buses or trains. He was the ‘go to’ person for anything to do with these subjects and for many
years served on the Southend Area Bus Users Group.
One of his other interests was planning and he made sure that the people of his ward were
always aware of what was going on or proposed and spoke effectively for them.
Others will no doubt write of his support for many other local institutions such as the Church
and the Heritage Centre. With his vast knowledge of Leigh and its people over a long life Donald
was a fount of knowledge, always freely given with enthusiasm.
Donald’s passing is an immeasurable loss to the Town Council, for
although he had recently resigned due to his health, we know
that he would have been keeping a key eye on our activities and
we will miss his laugh, his voice and his humour and knowledge
and above all, his love for Leigh.
As a mark of our gratitude and respect we had already decided to
rename the Lower Hall in the Community Centre, the Donald
Fraser Hall, so now he will be remembered by all present and
future Councillors as an exemplar for what a good Councillor
should be.

By Councillor Carole Mulroney

COUNCILLOR DETAILS
BY WARD

STAFF INFORMATION
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TOWN CLERK & RESPONSIBLE
BONCHURCH WARD Jill Healey
FINANCIAL OFFICER
ELMS WARD Fr. Clive Hillman
ASSISTANT RESPONSIBLE
Caroline Parker
FINANCIAL OFFICER
HERSCHELL WARD Declan Mulroney
FACILITIES MANAGER
HIGHLANDS WARD Mark Bromfield
ASSISTANT PROPER OFFICER
Vivien Rosier
EVENTS & PROJECTS OFFICER
John Duprey
FINANCE ASSISTANT
LEIGH ROAD WARD Anita Ford
Richard Herbert MARKETING & PROFILE OFFICER
BOOKINGS ADMINISTRATOR
ST. CLEMENTS Valerie Morgan
RECEPTIONIST
Carole Mulroney
RECEPTIONIST
ST. JAMES Jill Adair
HEAD CARETAKER
THAMES Patrick Fox
CARETAKER
Ron Owen
CARETAKER
CARETAKER

CONTACT

Helen Symmons
Emma Stratton
Graham Davison
Abbie Cotterell
Emily Dean
Sue Bedwell-Smith
Francesca Smith
Hannah Mumford
Liz Evans
Linda Mitchell
Ashley Curtis
Claire Broad
Mark Doolan
David Skeels

COUNCILLOR@LEIGHONSEATOWNCOUNCIL.GOV.UK Councillors
COUNCIL@LEIGHONSETOWNCOUNCIL.GOV.UK Council Offices
ENQUIRIES@LEIGHCOMMUNITYCENTRE.COM Community Centre

COUNCILLOR ATTENDANCE
From 1st April 2017 - 31st March 2018

*Part of the 2016/17 Committee, but not in this year's Committee
**Attended meeting but not part of Committee
Cllr John Duprey commenced his term from January 2018, and as a member of Planning in
February 2018
Cllr Carole Mulroney joined the Environment & Leisure Committee in February 2018

PLANNING & LICENSING REPORT
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By Chairman of Planning & Licensing Committee Councillor Jill Healey
The past year has been an interesting and busy one for the Planning, Highways and Licensing Committee.
Due to the high number of applications we meet fortnightly. It is not uncommon for there to be in
excess of 12 planning applications on the agenda for consideration. We cannot make any final planning
decisions but as statutory consultees we can make representations
In the past 12 months we have considered and made representation to Southend Borough Council on 398
planning applications. During my time as Chairman I have been encouraged by the increasing number of
residents who attend the meetings and express their views on planning applications. It is important
that everyone has an opportunity to express an opinion and I am always happy to welcome individuals
and groups to our meetings. It is helpful for our discussions to hear the thoughts and opinions of those
who may be affected by a particular planning application.
When possible, Committee Members and Officers of the Council attend Southend Borough Council’s
Development Control meetings. It is always interesting and informative to hear the comments and
observations of the Planning Officers and Borough Councillors.
In the past year we have had a few high profile development applications that have attracted public
interest. These include The Grand Hotel, Riley’s site in Leigh Road, Haydon House, Underwood Square,
Car Wash site in Broadway, and more recently, the application for a hotel on the site of the Elms car park.
These applications raised varying concerns and questions from the residents of Leigh. The Committee
listened to those who attended meetings and also considered comments received by letter or email
before deciding on our representation to Southend Borough Council.
The members of the Planning, Highways and Licensing Committee act to represent the residents of
Leigh. We aim to support you whenever possible. Leigh is an amazing place to live, work and spend
leisure time and we, collectively, need to ensure it continues to be charming, vibrant and full of
character.

ENVIRONMENT & LEISURE REPORT
By Chairman of Environment & Leisure Committee Councillor Valerie Morgan
Once again it has been a busy and I hope successful year for the Environment and Leisure Committee. We
held events on Strand Wharf on four consecutive Sundays in July, an Italian Food Market complete with
accordion player, Kids Zone, Music on Sea (reminiscent of days by the seaside with deckchairs) and a
Heritage Day showing off our wonderful history. Fortunately the weather was kind to us and visitors and
locals alike seemed to have a good time. We also had a Leigh-on-Sea Town Council stand at Leigh
Regatta.
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As 2017 drew to a close there was the Leigh Lights event with procession along Leigh Road and the
Broadway. This attracted lots of people with many coming from outside the town and raising a
considerable sum for charity. Prior to the procession there were children's activities in the Community
Centre which was packed out. Closer to Christmas was our annual Carol Service on Strand Wharf where
we were assisted by the Salvation Army, Carole Bastin, leading the singing and Father Christmas and his
elves, courtesy of Leigh Lions. The evening rounded off with the generous contribution of mince pies
from local shops.
The Committee also oversees the Community Transport Scheme, providing outings for our older
residents. In the past year they visited the theatre, the band stand in Priory Park, a Christmas Lunch at
the Sarah Moore and had afternoon tea in the Community Centre.
Our extensive allotment sites at Manchester Drive and Marshall Close are going from strength to
strength under the watchful eye of our Facilities Manager and the stirling efforts of the Allotment
Associations. The Leigh Farmers' Market is also becoming increasingly popular with the addition of
several new artisan stalls added over the last few months.
As a Committee we have worked with the local British Legion on a litter pick in Leigh Cemetery,where
many people may not be aware there are war graves. An exercise we hope to repeat soon. We have also
worked with Make Southend Sparkle on litter picks resulting in the setting up of the Litter Less Leigh
group headed by a local resident.
Another exciting project that is coming to fruition, again by co-operating with SBC, is the establishment
of 'Friends of Library Gardens'. The gardens are an area much loved by the people of Leigh and it is to be
hoped this new group will restore them to their former glory for the enjoyment of all ages.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES REPORT
By Chairman of Community Facilities Committee Councillor Carole Mulroney
The Community Facilities Committee has had another very busy year and the Community Centre has
featured heavily in that. Our staff have run some excellent holiday fun for the children and many new
hirers have come on board over the year.
The Community Facilities Committee has had another very busy year and the Community Centre has
featured heavily in that. Our staff have run some excellent holiday fun for the children and many new
hirers have come on board over the year.
The Centre really is buzzing and the Café is the focal point where people can come to their meetings and
then relax with a snack or light lunch. Sometimes you can’t move for people enjoying the facilities.
The Art Trail has settled in nicely as our ‘Artist in Residence’ and there is plenty to see on our walls in the
corridors with artworks from many and varied artists.
We are continuing to discuss works which we need to do to the Centre. We have been here 6 years now
and have carried out a number of improvements but the time is coming soon when we will have to do

major works as a requirement of our lease and for the general improvement and maintenance of the
Centre. We want the Centre to continue to be the hub of the community and we want to ensure that
what we offer our users is the best we can possibly manage.
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Outside the Community Centre our Leisure Development Sub-Committee has continued to look into
ways of improving the Skate Park for our young people and this will involve some maintenance work
and looking at future enhancements.
Being down in the Old Town you can certainly see the benefit the Strand Wharf refurbishment has
brought to the centre of the High Street. On a nice day it can be packed with families enjoying the sun
and the view and even on the wettest of days people are still using the facilities. It is also great to see
school groups using the Wharf as an outdoor classroom – which is what we always intended. We are
already looking forward to it being used in the coming year for a variety of events which we hope you
will all be able to attend.

POLICY & RESOURCES REPORT
By members of the Policy & Resources Committee
The Policy & Resources Committee handles the governance and financial control of the Council. It is
also responsible for staffing, grant awards, the volunteer programme and the Leigh Town Council
magazine.
The remit of this Committee includes:
- Approval of the Corporate Plan
- Council’s Budget setting
- Ensuring effective Use of Resources and Value for Money
Leigh-on-Sea Town Council has once again managed to keep the rise in the precept to a level below
inflation, in real terms a reduction, by careful management of our resources, forward planning and
listening to our residents. Also it must be said that the government policy of restricting wage rises to
our staff to a very low level has played a role but at the expense of those working hard for their
community. Councillors are unpaid and receive no allowance. The Council is totally committed to its role
in supporting and providing for the community of Leigh.
With the necessary repairs and improvements at the Community Centre and other planned and
foreseeable works there will be major expenditure over the coming years but as a result of careful
financial planning none of this is expected to cause an increase in our precept which we intend to hold
at a steady level.
Over the last twelve months we have further developed our goals and sustained a variety of tasks,
including;
- Developing the magazine to ensure two issues a year are delivered to every home in the Town Council
Boundary as well as releasing additional newsletters twice a year through the Leigh Times.
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- Developing our websites to include as much information as possible about the Council.
- Working alongside outside groups and encouraging them to apply for our Grant Award Scheme, of up
to £500 per year, per group.
- Agreeing to sponsor Special Constables in Leigh
- Working with volunteers, who currently assist us in Council events, Community Transport Scheme,
updating noticeboards and caring for plants and flowers around the Town.
- Running workshops with Councillors and staff on creating a Strategic Plan for the Council

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
From 1st April 2017 - 31st March 2018

*Management Accounts prior to final year end procedures

EVENTS 2017/18
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JULY/AUGUST 2017 Summer Season on Strand Wharf
Italian Piazza ~ Kids Zone ~ Music-onSea ~ Heritage Day
OCTOBER 2017 Summer Holiday Activities at LCC
Council's 21st Celebratory Tea
October Half-Term Harry Potter
Themed Week of Activities at LCC
NOVEMBER 2017 Leigh Lights
DECEMBER 2017 Carols on Strand Wharf
FEBRUARY 2018 February Half-Term Dinosaur Themed
Week of Activities at LCC
EASTER 2018 Free Easter Fun Day and Easter HalfTerm Activities at LCC

UPCOMING EVENTS 2018/19
MAY 2018
JUNE 2018
JULY 2018

AUGUST 2018
OCTOBER 2018
NOVEMBER 2018
DECEMBER 2018
FEBRUARY 2019
EASTER 2019

May Half-Term Peter Rabbit Themed
Activities at LCC
Community Day in Bonchurch Park
Youth Fair
Summer Season on Strand Wharf
Craft & Cuisine ~ Kids Zone ~ Musica-Leigh ~ Yoga & Dance
Demonstrations
Summer Holiday Activities at LCC
Celebrating Leigh Wildlife Event
October Half-Term Activities at LCC
Leigh Lights
Carols on Strand Wharf
February Half-Term Activities at
LCC
Easter Half-Term Activities at LCC

MEETING SCHEDULE 2018/19
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PLANNING & LICENSING
FULL COUNCIL 15th May 2018
5th June 2018*
17th July 2018
18th September 2018
20th November 2018
22nd January 2019
5th February 2019**
19th March 2019
21st May 2019
POLICY & 1st May 2018
RESOURCES 3rd July 2018
4th September 2018
6th November 2018
8th January 2019
5th March 2019
7th May 2019
ENVIRONMENT & 19th June 2018
LEISURE 21st August 2018
16th October 2018
18th December 2018
19th February 2019
19th April 2019

8th May 2018
22nd May 2018
12th June 2018
26th June 2018
10th July 2018
24th July 2018
14th August 2018
28th August 2018
11th September 2018
25th September 2018
9th October 2018
23rd October 2018
13th November 2018
27th November 2018
11th December 2018
15th January 2019
29th January 2019
12th February 2019
26th February 2019
12th March 2019
26th March 2019
9th April 2019
23rd April 2019
14th May 2019
28th May 2019

COMMUNITY 5th June 2018
FACILITIES 7th August 2018
2nd October 2018
4th December 2018
5th February 2019
2nd April 2019

*Extra Meeting to approve Accounts at 7.00pm
**Extra Meeting to approve Precept at 7.00pm
All Council meetings are held on Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm in Room 6 at Leigh
Community Centre, Elm Road.
Annual Community Meeting - Friday 22nd March 2019 - subject to confirmation
Council Elections - Thursday 9th May 2019 - subject to confirmation

'GOOD FOR LEIGH' WINNERS
NICHOLAS MOUNSEY
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Last year Nicholas was witness to a motorbike incident, he
remained calm and called the emergency services for the
injured party, put them in the recovery position and stayed
with them until the ambulance arrived. Nicholas is a shining
example of a good citizen and is still only in secondary school.

OASIS COFFEE HOUSE
For the last few years Oasis Coffee House have been running a
suspended meal scheme, where patrons can buy an extra meal
or hot drink for those living in food poverty. They also issue
vouchers to Southchurch Foodbank and to 57 West, a local
church that gives around 50-80 meals to homeless and
vulnerably housed people every week. They also work closely
with The Storehouse Food Bank and HARP. Since 2015 they
have raised over £27,000.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - LEIGH BRANCH
The British Legion work tirelessly all year round to promote
and raise funds for the poppy appeal, and to clean up the
town with regular litter picks. In November 2017 they
worked closely with Blade Education to bring poppies to life
for children across the Borough.

UNIFORMED VOLUNTEERS IN LEIGH-ON-SEA
The Council wanted to present a Good for Leigh Award to
everyone who volunteers for uniformed groups that meet in
Leigh-on-Sea, to thank them for all of their hard work in
providing activities for young people throughout the Town.
This includes all the leaders and helpers from
Girl Guiding Groups (Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides) and Scout Groups (Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts and Sea Scouts).

